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Newby/Sentara Scholars Program Gives High School Seniors the Opportunity to Pursue 

Trades 
20 Norfolk Public Schools graduating seniors receive full scholarships to Centura College, Aviation Institute of 

Maintenance, and Tidewater Tech. 

 
Norfolk, Virginia (May 19, 2022) - Dr. Keith Newby, President of the James E. Newby, Jr. M.D. 
Foundation and Medical Director of Health Equity for Sentara Healthcare, has created the 
Newby/Sentara Scholars program in conjunction with Centura College and Norfolk Public 
Schools. Sentara has provided a grant to fund graduating seniors with scholarships to Centura 
College and its affiliates, Aviation Institute of Maintenance and Tidewater Tech. These 
institutions train adult students in healthcare, aircraft and automotive maintenance, HVAC, 
welding, and other skilled trades, connecting them with rewarding career fields in the Hampton 
Roads region. 
 
Newby/Sentara Scholars will be granting full tuition scholarships to current graduates of 
Norfolk Public Schools in the Fall of 2022, so that students can obtain a certificate, diploma, or 
degree from one of the college campuses in Norfolk. After completing high school in June 2022, 
students accepted into the Newby/Sentara Scholars program will begin classes at Centura 
College, Aviation Institute of Maintenance, or Tidewater Tech this Fall. In order to qualify for 
the program, students must demonstrate financial need, become accepted to the program of 
their choice, and maintain a minimum of 3.0 GPA and a 90% attendance rate while enrolled in 
their college program.  “The only thing more powerful than a college education is a debt-free 
college education,” said Executive Vice President of the Colleges, Dr. Joel English.  “The Newby 
Foundation’s financial gift will help create tomorrow’s wind turbine technicians, aircraft 
mechanics, electricians, certified welders, and medical professionals, providing these Norfolk 
scholars the resources to elevate their families and enter the workforce.” 
 
Those selected are offered a 6-week Career Development Prep Course which takes place on 

Saturday mornings during the final weeks of their senior year. During this course experienced 

professionals from OSHA Work Safe, LLC. teach the basic skills needed to be successful in any 

trade or technical field through interactive, hands-on modules including the proper use of 

Personal Protective Equipment, Hand Tools, Measuring Devices, Lock Out Tag Out, Bloodborne 

Pathogens, Hazardous Communications and more. They also spend time on developing skills 

that are useful not only in the workplace, but also in life such as Financial Literacy, Conflict 

Management, Critical Thinking, and Customer Service. 

 
“I want to thank Sentara as well as Dr. Keith Newby for their commitment to address the 
challenges of filling the gap in workforce development and skilled trade jobs by providing 20 
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well-deserving students with an opportunity to obtain an education and career training at 
Centura College, Aviation Institute of Maintenance, and Tidewater Tech.  This educational 
investment will prepare these students for a gainful, well-paying job,” said Norfolk Mayor 
Kenneth Alexander, Ph.D.  “This impactful and effective program goes beyond a company’s or 
school’s social responsibility. It’s life changing. I look forward to seeing these students succeed 
in the trade of their choice.” 
  

“The need for a program like Newby/Sentara Scholars is clear,” said Granby High School 
Principal Tommy Smigiel.  “I’m thrilled that Granby students will have this scholarship 
opportunity to find career and skills training right here in Norfolk.”  Dr. Margie Hayes, principal 
of Booker T. Washington High School, added, “It is up to our youth to carry skilled trades and 
allied health professions into the next generation of the workforce.  Our students are excited 
for these scholarships and all the career building opportunities in store.” 
 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, Centura College, and Tidewater Tech attended informational 
sessions with the high school students to introduce them to the range of allied health and 
skilled trades programs that the schools offer, and the high school seniors are learning each 
week about the career options that stand before them, as they fine tune their professional skills 
within the Newby/Sentara Scholars program. 
 

 
About Aviation Institute of Maintenance, Centura College, and Tidewater Tech   
Aviation Institute of Maintenance (AIM), Centura College, and Tidewater Tech (ACT) have been 
part of an organization dedicated to helping individuals develop careers since 1969. The schools 
connect students to local communities and career fields through training in aviation, 
healthcare, technology, business, and trades. ACT offers professional facilities, knowledgeable 
instructors, day or evening classes, and job placement assistance. AIM’s campuses are located 
near the following major metro areas: Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, 
Dallas, Houston, Indianapolis, Las Vegas, Washington, D.C., Kansas City, San Francisco Bay, 
Orlando, and Norfolk. Centura College and Tidewater Tech are in Hampton Roads, VA. To learn 
more, visit https://AviationMaintenance.edu, www.CenturaCollege.edu, and 
https://tidewatertechtrades.edu/.  

 


